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Sin 1 of 1

Protestantism has a single definition of sin. Its definition is limited to a violation of the law at any
point that condemns; ALL sin condemns eternally. While this is true for the unbeliever (James 2:10), it
Is untrue for the believer. Because Protestantism denies the new birth as a state of being, there is no
change of relationship to the law.

When a Christian “sins,” it is a failure to love (John 14:15), but on no wise condemns the believer
(Romans 8:1). This is NOT because there is a perpetual re-forgiveness for ”Eresent sin” found in
church membership (Calvin Institutes 3.14.11), it is because Christ ended the law’s ability to condemn
the believer (Romans 3:19,20; 4:15, 5:13, 7:6,8; 1Timothy 1:9, Galatians 2:19, Colossians 2:14).

Further driving this point home is the biblical concept of “fulfillment.” In the same way that one
violation of the law violates the whole law, one act of love, or at least a love mindset, fulfills the whole
law (Matthew 22:37-40, Romans 13:8,10; Galatians 5:14, James 2:8).

Faith works through love (Galatians 5:62]. However, as a believer grows in maturity there may be
unbiblical traditions that would cause the believer to feel guilty if he/she violates said tradition. Paul
states that taking liberty in such cases is sin and not done in faith (Romans chapter 14). Everything
done with love as the motive is of faith (Id). We should keep a clear conscience before God as we
grow (Acts 23:1; 24:16, 1Peter 3:16, 1Timothy 1:19, Romans 9:1, 2Timothy 1:3).
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Law

The definition of the word “law” in Protestantism is mostly ambiguous, but for the most part
represents a standard unattainable for the lost and saved keeping all under condemnation. In
Protestantism, the law serves to continually bring us back to the cross for re-salvation (The Calvin
Institutes 3.14.10, 11). The primary go-to verse for this is Galatians 3:24. However, the context of the
passage speaks to all sin being imputed to the law; then, Christ came to end the law as a “ministry of

death” (2Corinthians 3:9).

The law is primarily the Bible. Throughout the Bible, “Scripture,” “Holy Writ,” “truth,” “the law and
the prophets,” “the word,” “the gospel,” etc., are used interchangeably. A good example of this is
Luke 24:27. Secondly, the Bible, or the law, has two purposes or the Spirit’s two uses of the law; to
convict the world of sin and the judgement to come (John 16:8), and to sanctify the believer with

truth (John 17:17).

A proper view of law recognizes how the new birth/justification/salvation changes one’s relationship
to the law. A singular purpose/view of law denies a biblical new birth (Romans chapter 7).
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Justification

The Protestant definition of justification is what makes Protestantism a house of cards. The simplicity
of this blatant error is embarrassing. Its heralded “Justification by Faith” soteriology is supposedly
“justification by faith alone apart from the law” while perfect law keeping or the “righteous demands
of the law” defines justification or how one is “justified before God.” It is even commonly stated
among Protestant theologians that justification is a “legal declaration.” How is a legal declaration
“apart from the law”?

Apparently, this is answered via the idea of “double imputation” or double substitution, another
staple Protestant doctrine. Christ not only died as a substitute for the penalty of sin, but His perfect
life of law-keeping, supposedly, was a substitute for our works after salvation as well. This is because
justification is defined by perfect law-keeping and this standard must be maintained for imputation to
others. Hence, we can be “declared righteous” because Jesus kept/keeps the law perfectly in our
stead.



Justification

We argue that this is NOT a justification (righteousness) APART from the law (Romans 3:21, actually,

“without”)...it is law-based and therefore works righteousness. Who keeps the law for justification is
irrelevant; any justification by the law as opposed to “without” law is the issue. The law cannot give

life no matter who keeps it (Galatians chapter 3).

Furthermore, according to Protestant orthodoxy, the resurrection of Christ was proof that He kept the
law perfectly. In truth/contrast, Christ's resurrection established the new birth which is the true bases
for righteousness (Romans 4:25). Justification is a “justification of life” (Romans 5:18) not a
justification of law.

The basis of justification/righteousness/salvation is the new birth/new life/new creaturehood (1John
chapter 3), not law.

Therefore, works and love can be attributed to the believer because they are no longer under the law.
This is not a “righteousness of our own” but a like righteousness obtained through the new birth.






Sanctification

As opposed to Protestantism which teaches that sanctification is the progression of salvation, it is the
life and worship of the believer. Justification is a onetime finished event through the new birth;
sanctification is a process. While salvation makes sanctification possible, the two should be considered

mutually exclusive from each other.

Sanctification radically individualizes the Christian life. While much is said of Old Testament temple
worship representing the future salvific role of Christ, more so, it represented the future priesthood of
individual believers.

Hence, worship no longer takes place at any certain location in a temple, but the temple is now the
individual bodies of believers, and acts of love are sacrifices offered to God through our members

(Romans 12:1, Corinthians 6:19, 1Peter 2:9).

The word of God is now a lifegiving seed (Matthew chapter 13) that teaches us how to control our
week bodies (Thessalonians 4:3,4) as opposed to a law that condemns us.
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Sanctification

It is interesting to note the word that has been added to 1Peter 2:2 in most English translations: “Like
newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation.” This
reflects the Protestant idea that sanctification is the progression of salvation. However, several other
translations rightly leave out, “in your salvation.” The text simply reads, ““Like newborn babies, crave
pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up.”

Historically, sanctification has been weak among the churched because of its confused orthodoxy
regarding roles and definitions. Making sanctification part of a salvation process confuses the reality of
the new birth and how it changes our relationship to the law.

Furthermore, the church is an institution and does not fit well with biblical sanctification’s radical
emphasis on the individual. This detracts from individual gifts, and thereby neutralizes the power and
significance of sanctification.

Meeting together as a family rather than an institution preserves the individualism of sanctification
and empowers it to edify others in the body of Christ.
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Trinity

There is much confusion in regard to the Reformed/Protestant view of the Trinity. The Reformed view
of the Trinity is “Christocentric.” This means that Christ has preeminence, and for all practical purposes,
the Father and the Spirit are manifestations of Christ. This view of the Trinity is important to the
Protestant doctrine of double imputation (double substitution) which makes Christ's salvific works two-
fold: He fulfilled the law by perfect law-keeping for our sanctification, and died for our justification so
we can be “declared righteous” by a forensic declaration.

This doctrine makes Christ the sole procurer of salvation and circumvents the work of the Spirit that
actually makes us righteous beyond a mere “legal declaration.” In double imputation, the “passive
obedience” of Christ is for justification, and His “active obedience” is a substitute for the believer’s
works/obedient love in sanctification. This makes the Spirit’s baptism irrelevant; instead of the old us
dying to the law and removing its condemnation, and thus paving the way for our righteous fulfillment
of the law through love, sanctification has already been substituted.



Trinity

This Christocentric Protestant view of the Trinity is best illustrated by a recent forward written in a book
by leading evangelical John MacArthur Jr. In it, he states, “Rick Holland understands that truth. This
book is an insightful, convicting reminder that no one and nothing other than Christ deserves to be the

central theme of the tidings we as Christians proclaim—not only to one another and to the world, but
also in the private meditations of our own hearts.”

“Christ is the perfect image of God (Hebrews 1); the theme of Scripture (Luke 24); the author of
salvation (Hebrews 12:2); the one proper object of saving faith (Romans 10:9-10); and the goal of our
sanctification (Romans 8:2). No wonder Scripture describes the amazing growth-strategy of the early
church in these terms: ‘They ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ’ (Acts 5:42). That is the only
blueprint for church ministry that has any sanction from Scripture.”



Trinity

“The pastor who makes anything or anyone other than Christ the focus of his message is actually
hindering the sanctification of the flock. Second Corinthians 3:18 describes in simple terms how God
conforms us to the image of His Son: ‘And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord,
are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another” We don’t ‘see’ Christ
literally and physically, of course (I Peter 1:8). But His glory is on full display in the Word of God, and it is
every minister’s duty to make that glory known above all other subjects.”

~ Forward: Uneclipsing The Son by Rick Holland; Kress Biblical Resources 2011.

This is the crux, the goal is to make Christ known above “ALL OTHER subjects.” This book was endorsed
by the present-day who’s who of evangelicalism. This view of the Trinity is key to the application of the
real Protestant gospel; progressive justification and justification by faith alone in sanctification rather
than justification/righteousness by new birth.
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Sovereign (Sovereignty of God)
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